
Central Union High School  

School Site Council 

 

Minutes of January 7, 2014 in the CUHS Parent Center at 4:00pm 

Present: Mike Sterner, Alicia Apodaca, Emilio Davila, Travis Fusi, Jose Ramirez, Tricia Petter, Gary Tamayo, 

Gaby Apaletegui-Bolin,  Daniel Edwards, Daniel Nieto, Ricardo Rios, Santino Givens, Betsy Lane, Adrienne 

Rodriguez 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Meeting was called to order at 4:04 by Ricardo Rios 

 

Welcome  
 

Student Activities 
Tricia Petter shared that winter sports are in full swing with many games/competitions this week.  Dan Edwards 

shared that Mock Trial was attending an event in San Diego this weekend.  Santino Givens mentioned that 

chorus was beginning to practice for Valentine’s Day singing telegrams. 

 

Single Plan for Student Achievement Goal 3 
Betsy Lane was in attendance.  She shared Powerpoint presentation slides and spoke about the changes and 

implementations for our EL students.  After sharing student numbers and data (as seen in the handout), she 

stated that Central has been doing some good things that Southwest is trying to replicate.  Kudos was given to 

Mr. Balcom who works very diligently with Long Term English Learners.  Ms. Lane shared the benefits of 

redesignation for students: more access to regular classes and less restrictions on student schedules.  She shared 

that there is an increased emphasis on oral production in EL classes and many new programs/curriculums have 

been implemented (English 3D, Academic Toolkit).  Dr. Kate Kinsella’s and Laurie Olsen’s works are being 

read and used in the decisions being made to support/assist EL students.   Betsy shared that new classes have 

been implemented (READ 180, Accelerated Language II classes after school twice a week, etc.).  After-school 

tutoring has been implemented as well as continued Super Saturdays for English Learners closer to the 

administration of CAHSEE.  Betsy also shared that there are new EL standards with which teachers are 

becoming familiar.  The EL Department is working revamping pacing guides, improving data collection, and 

structuring student language interactions.  She also mentioned that there has begun a discussion of giving 

students a State Seal of Biliteracy on diplomas if the student is able to meet certain requirements (GPA, 

proficiency in English and taking/passing AP Spanish test).  Encouraging students to work toward the seal 

would get more students to take AP Spanish classes as well as build value/respect for their native language.  

Ricardo Rios shared that he had spoken with some World Language and English teachers and students.  Some 

of their concerns or shared thoughts included finding ways to encourage more students to become bilingual 

and/or biliterate, utilizing peer tutors in language classes, and finding/purchasing new/more innovative 

materials.  Mr. Edwards asked if EL students would be A-G prepared if they had taken some of these EL 

classes.  The answer came from Mr. Sterner that graduation was the primary concern.  Acceleration for some 

students could assist in keeping them on track.  Mrs. Lane shared that most of the interventions were in place 

for Long Term students that were struggling to meet graduation requirements.  Mrs. Apodaca shared that the 

READ 180 class was going well.  Some students had already made a year’s worth of growth in lexile.  She 

mentioned some needs/desires for supplies for the class (newer computers, more headphones with microphones, 

etc.).  She will work on a list and get it to Mrs. Petter for possible purchase. 

 

School Safety Plan 
Mrs. Rodriguez presented the plan for the 14-15 school year.  Time was spent on page 13 with the Ed Code 

violations.  There was a marked increase in the number of incidents for Possession/use/sale of a controlled 

substance.  Mrs. Petter asked about what might have contributed or what we were doing to address the issue.  It 



was stated that we have become better at catching the incidents as their has been increased monitoring of the 

surveillance cameras on campus as well as security on campus (with the hiring of another part-time security 

guard).  Adrienne went through the goals and strategies in the plan.  She stated that the Safety Committee 

conducted a walk-through of campus and identified areas that needed some work.  That work has been 

completed. Mrs. Bolin-Apaletegui asked about beautification opportunities.  Mr. Sterner stated that such 

activities were actually against Ed Code.  Mr. Edwards expressed his concern for the morning traffic.  He asked 

if a traffic analysis could be conducted; he stated that the City Council would probably work with us in cleaning 

up the safety issues that traffic presented.  Mr. Sterner stated that the city has already made some concessions 

on 10
th

 Street by allowing the school to put out cones in the morning.  If asked those with specific concerns to 

meet with him individually.   

 

 

Adjournment  
Meeting was adjourned at approximately 5:50 pm. 

 

Next Meeting: 

Tuesday, February 4th, 4 PM, in the Parent Center 

 

 


